LOCARNO   LIMITED
Since the war we had sometimes been rejoicing prematurely
at pacific efforts made by this country. * Locarno has
proved itself by the test which it has stood to be a real
and true agreement arising from a desire of the nations
to make that agreement real.* If for nothing else we
should avoid excessive pessimism about * this unfortunate
business '. • He was, then, more inclined to take comfort from
the strength of Locarno than to be despondent about the
weakness of Geneva. This apologia comes strangely from
the man who was ten years later to exploit the machinery
of Geneva in order to clear away the wreck of Locarno.
The shifting course of politics makes puppets as much of
the cautious advocate of the -via media as of the mystic and
the demi-god. But on the whole, credit must be given to
Eden for leaving a sufHcient number of doors open to
ensure a consistent escape in most emergencies.
In this case, if Geneva was ' an unfortunate business *,
' the results were not so entirely sordid as some imagine *.
There were the efforts of Sweden and Czechoslovakia and
the dignified behaviour of the German representative on
the one hand, and M. Briand's tribute to it on the other.
Finally, there was the satisfactory collaboration of the
Dominions. The co-ordination of Imperial policy was an
issue with which the House would have to deal in the
near future. In the meanwhile an * absorption in Europe *
must not dull * our Imperial sensibility '. We must not be
shackled by our geographical position to become a mere
' appendage to Europe'. The ultimate value of Locarno
was that those countries previously enemies should now be
arbitrating by conference instead of arbitrating by the
sword. This was the real e Spirit of Locarno'. The wine
was not corked up. It had only been delayed in delivery,
and had not suffered in quality through the delay. On the
contrary it was maturing, to become a source of strength
and a stimulant not only to the brain but to the heart of
man.
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